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6. Abstract

Thi s paper reports on our study of what it neans to create authentic

| earni ng experiences for teachers and students in a southern Anerican
urban el enentary school context. We devel oped a teacher educati on nodel
enphasi zing | ocal environnmental, cultural, and historical thenes,
structured i nquiry-based | earning, and student-directed assessnent
strategies. W inplenented this nodel through our work with preservice
el ementary school teachers at a southern, urban university, and with

i n-service teachers and grade school students in the | owest performng
el ementary school in the state of Louisiana (as determ ned by a newy
devel oped state-wi de academi c accountability neasure). Qur study

hi ghl i ghts tensions between teaching that ains to pronote personally
meani ngf ul connections to science and social studies and teaching that
ainms to pronote the acquisition of Western canoni cal know edge (as
represented in state content standards and assessed through hi gh-stakes
accountability plans). By reporting on the kinds of approaches and
activities that each of four groups of participants (teacher

educat or/researchers, preservice teachers, in-service teachers, and
grade school students) found to be personally meani ngful and how t hese
approaches and activities varied fromgroup to group, we provide

i nsight into one reason why broad-based science and social studies
literacy, as advocated in the national reform docunents, renains

el usi ve.



