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6. Abstract

The begi nning of the 21st Century has sparked educational reforms not
only in the U'S. but on a global level as well. Recently the Republic

of Kazakhstan, the | argest and nost influential of the former Soviet
Republ i cs, embarked upon a bold journey. This nation, with a
geographical size that makes it the ninth |Iargest in the world, decided
to reformits public schools by starting a new system of schools called
M RAS.

To |l aunch the new educational reforns President Nursultan Nazarbaev
invited teacher educators, administrators, and teachers from around the
world to collaborate with educators fromthe Republic of Kazakhstan in
the inplenmentation of a new educational environment which will pronote
acadeni c excell ence throughout the country. This collaboration began in
1998 and will continue into the future with continual exchanges of
personnel to actively participate in the creation of a new system of
school s.

The Republic of Kazakhstan's extrenely bold and i nnovative new system
of schools called MRAS is currently in its third year of operation

The educational |eaders in the Republic of Kazahtstan who have
conceptualized the M RAS School s have enbodi ed powerful new notions of

| earning. The new vision calls for a recognition that all real |earning
i nvol ves thinking, that thinking ability can be nurtured and cultivated
in everyone, and that the entire educational program nust be
reconcei ved and revitalized so that thinking pervades students' |ives
from ki ndergarten onward.

The goal of having students become conpetent thinkers has | ong been an
i nternational educational ideal as well. And, for just as long, this

i deal has el uded too nany students in too nany schools in too many
nati ons. Recent research, however, provides a new perspective on how
people learn to think. Pursuing these new ideas may provide the basis
for future educational practices that can help students becone skilled
i n thinking.

The international conmunity, then, is witnessing the growh of a
remar kabl e consensus that the achi evenent of basic literacy, while
obvi ously necessary, is not a sufficient goal, and that students have
the right to expect nore, fromelenmentary and secondary education
Graduates nmust not only be literate; they must al so be conpetent

t hi nkers.



It is the intention of this presentation to specifically address the

i mportance of global and international connections. The grow ng

i nt erdependence of the world s nations remnds us that we need to
continue to learn from one anot her. No where is this npre crucial than
in the kinds of education each nation will offer to the world' s future
citizens—ts children.
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