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Abst ract

The devel opnment of inferential skills in reflective practice seens to
be associated with devel opnment of the undergraduate as a
prepr of essi onal teacher. As inpetus for the present study, there was a
question as to whether these skills might be diagnosed in high schoo
seniors with stated intent of majoring in nmusic education. The
strength of the relationships between entrance criteria in a battery of
exans neant to screen prospective incom ng nusic education majors was
al so in question. Two groups of participants (high school students
aspiring to becone nusic educators, n = 116, and upper |evel nusic
education majors, n = 130) took part in this investigation which
conpared higher order thinking skills denmonstrated in an observation
analysis task. It utilized certain procedures froma previous

i nvestigation (Standl ey & Madsen, 1991). Prospective freshnen
denonstrated simlar abilities in this task conpared to those studied
in the pilot (Sheldon & DeNardo, 2000) and freshnmen who participated in
the 1991 study. Upperclassnen denonstrated greater abilities in the
observation task conpared to prospective freshmen. Wen entrance

exam nation variabl es of prospective freshmen were anal yzed for

rel ati onship, few strong correl ati ons were found. Eval uating higher
order thinking skills in an observation analysis task nmay be a usefu
tool in identifying students who may tend to accelerate and flourish in
musi ¢ teacher training programs. These data may al so serve to identify
those with | ower |evel higher order thinking skills at the outset of a
teacher training program This observation tool which assesses higher
order thinking skills may be effective for the selection, retention

and professional devel opnent of nusic teachers and could lead to
greater effectiveness anong future nusic educators.



