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Abstract:

Many educeators believe that unless we make a determined effort to include culturd relevancein
the public school curricuum, public education will continue to fail African American sudents. In fact,
the importance of the quality of one's experience in education and community settings is repeatedly
being pointed to as critica determinants to gaining the foundation for higher intelectud pursuits.
However, according to many authors who have addressed thisissue, the experiences of minority
students gained in traditiona settings are often digointed from their greater life experiences. There are
severd variables responsible for this problem: the effects of ethnicity and culture; student
noninvolvement and non-identification with the educationa process; and the effects of oppression.

Facing this problem, many school districts across the country are looking a African-centered
curriculums as away of improving the academic achievement and, thus, the life chances of African
American students. Some educators argued that a program that uses black teachers, an African
centered curriculum, and the African rites of passages, will make students more interested in learning,
help to narrow the academic gap, and stem the rising drop-out rate among black students (Detroit
School Board, 1990). What isthe theoretical bassfor thistype of schooling? According to Henry
(1994),

Black children’s sdf-understanding are not usudly the domain of schools and

rarely the ams of most educators. Indeed as Grant and Seeter (1986) have

written, “the typica teacher (especidly if he/she is White) would rardly refer to

race, or include the perspectives or contributions of people of color” (p.102).

My teachers selected lesson from an educational menu that rendered meinvisible.
Africancentered education attempts to combat this problem. This paper will discussthe
impact of this type of education on one group of students and teachers.
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