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Abstract:

The current emphasis on inclusion of infants and young children with special needs in
natural environments presents particular challenges for personnel who provide early education.
To address the necessary competencies engendered by inclusion and ongoing teacher shortages,
some institutions of higher education have developed and implemented unified general and
specia education early childhood programs. However, most states continue to support separate
early childhood special education programs. |nterventionists who complete these programs
receive training to work with infants and young children who possess a variety of disabilities.

Certification programs in early childhood specia education are typically noncategorical.
Many teachers, administrators, and teacher educators support the flexibility and teaching
opportunities offered by noncategorical teacher preparation programs. However, these
individuals continue to report the need for a knowledge base specific to disabilities and
appropriate related instructional adaptations. The concern about disability specific teacher
preparation is particularly strong in the area of low incidence disabilities, including visual
impairment and blindness, physical/health impairments, and hearing impairments.

This presentation evaluates the content and efficacy of athree-year, federaly funded
personnel preparation program that included emphasis in three low incidence areas (visual
impairments, physical/health impairments, and hearing impairments) for candidates in an early
childhood special education program. Follow-up data are presented that evaluate the lasting
efficacy of low incidence disability training in early childhood specia education.



